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Greet ings f rom the New President  
 

Hello Sharon Historical Society Members! 

As the new president of the Sharon Historical Soci-

ety, I am excited and honored to lead this terrific 

organization.  Through our proxy voting this year 

(due to COVID), we elected a great Board of Direc-

tors that includes Sandra Manko, Vice President; 

Carol Vacca, Secretary; Helen Bekert, Treasurer; 

and Board members Karen Cookson, Lori Nolfo, 

Lance DeShazo, Caroline Bade, Patty Johnstone 

(Village appointed); and Bernadetta Vrooman. I 

would like to thank past president, Lori Nolfo, for 

her years of service and retiring board member El-

len Hall for her tremendous contribution to the Soci-

ety over the years. 

We can all agree 2020 has been a challenging year 

and that we are ready for 2021 to bring a fresh new start.  Here at the Sharon His-

torical Society we greatly missed seeing summer visitors and were disappointed 

having to cancel all of our planned summer events and programs. The safety of 

our community, visitors, and volunteers were our primary concern.  As COVID-19 

continues to present challenges, the Board of Directors is committed to finding 

creative ways to keep the Sharon Historical Society relevant to our community.  

We are expanding our events and projects to further preserve and share our com-

munity’s history. We are doubling the number of programs being offered in 2021 

and all programs will be available as online webinars. 

We will be launching a new Sharon Historical Society website very soon.  It is al-

most complete and will be one of the most comprehensive historical society web-

sites around.  We have launched a new Facebook page (Sharon Historical Society

–Sharon, NY), so “Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook!  We will be communicating 

with members on a much more frequent basis starting in January to keep you in-

formed of the exciting new programs and opportunities for you to become in-

volved. 

Looking forward to an exciting 2021 year ahead!  “Together we remember and 

keep the past present!”  -  Ron Ketelsen, Sharon Historical Society President 

Thank You 

Lori Nolfo! 

A huge “thank you” to Lori 

Nolfo for serving as our past 

President.  Lori says she en-

joyed the time she spent as 

our leader and will miss it.  

She especially enjoyed lining 

up the programs and making 

plans with the presenters.  

She’ll continue to pitch in 

and help the Society and 

assist the Curator at the Mu-

seum.  Thank you Lori for a 

job well done! 

Ron Ketelsen 

President 

Sharon Historical  

Society 

Board of Directors 
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Looking Back to  2020  

The year kicked off on March 9th with Peter Lindemann sharing ex-

cerpts from his new book recently published in 2016, Rambles in 

Schoharie History, about William E. Roscoe, a familiar name in these 

parts.  Mr. Roscoe wrote the 1882 publication, The History of Scho-

harie County.  The publisher only used two-thirds of the material 

which Mr. Roscoe had provided and the other one-third was not re-

turned and lost forever.  The highlight of Mr. Lindemann’s presenta-

tion was a movie clip from the 1940s with scenes of Sharon Springs, 

including the Twin Pines Restaurant, Hollywood Hotel, Park View Ho-

tel, and Imperial Bathhouse when these establishments were at 

their peak—with crowds of people.  Great! 

In March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic hit and John Duda’s presen-

tation on April 13th had to be cancelled as well as the presenters for 

the rest of the year.  We’re hoping to see them in 2021.  During the 

pandemic, Peter Lindemann kept history “alive” by hosting a weekly 

virtual Zoom session with a local history group consisting of interest-

ed people throughout the County.  Several people from the Sharon 

Historical Society attended and participated. 

Peter Lindemann 

 

The Pandemic in 2020 caused the Town of Sharon along with the rest 

of the country, to “pause” and shut down business as usual.   Previous 

years, Sharon Springs American Legion Post 1269 had a parade to 

honor our veterans along with a ceremony by the World War II and Ko-

rean monuments in front of the school.  In 2020 a quiet ceremony was 

held at Bowmaker’s Pond by the Battle of Sharon Memorial without a 

parade or BBQ. 

Memorial Day Ceremony 

Herber t  Vrooman 

A beloved member of the Historical Society died May 26, 2020.  Herbie 

was a Sharon Springs’ “native”, an alumni of Sharon Springs Central 

School and school bus driver.  He was past owner of Lynk’s Service Station 

and later employed by New York State Department of Transportation.  An 

active member of Sharon Springs Fire Department, he held several offices 

including Assistant Chief, Chief, and Chairman of the Fire Commissioners.  

He was a member of numerous organizations including Slate Hill Ceme-

tery, Town of Sharon Zoning Board of Appeals, and Knights of Columbus.   

Herbie was always willing to “give a hand” helping out at the Museum 

whether it was fixing a door, spraying for bees, or driving in a parade. 

Thank you Herbie, for all you did. 

Herbie is wearing Leon Lappeus’ 

hat which was given to the Muse-

um.  We’ll miss that impish smile! 
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COBALT BLUE SOUVENIRS 

The primary purpose of guests vis-

iting Sharon Springs in the early 

twentieth century was to take ad-

vantage of the benefits of the min-

eral waters.  However, patients 

and their families soon found they 

had a great deal of time on their 

hands because treatments only 

engaged a small portion of their 

day.  As the fame of Sharon 

Springs spread, recreational activi-

ties and entertainment became 

crucial to attracting and keeping 

happy, contented guests. 

A typical day might find gentlemen 

spending a few hours with male 

acquaintances in a hotel saloon or bowling alley.  Meanwhile, the ladies might have spent a quiet 

afternoon engaged in needlework, visited one of the water temples, or flaunted their fashionable 

gowns as they meandered down tree-lined streets in search of souvenirs. 

Some of the more trendy souvenirs were dresser dishes, mugs, 

thermometers, plates with pictures of spas and temples, and of 

course, postcards.  No trip was complete without postcards sent 

to the less fortunate, commiserating with their misfortune for not 

having the opportunity to come along. 

One of the more popular tokens as a remembrance of their outing was the Cobalt Blue souvenir 

dishes.   These small mementos from Sharon Springs came in many shapes and sizes i.e. small 

pitchers, pin trays, dresser dishes, miniature vases, or maybe a tea set.  They were made of Cobalt 

blue china or porcelain with gold trimming, white interior, usually measuring about 2—4” tall and 

about 4—6” wide.  One side had a printed color image similar to post card images of that time peri-

od.  “Made in Germany” was usually stamped on the bottom.  The souvenir pieces from Sharon 

Springs typically had an image of the Pavilion Hotel, Magnesia Temple, or Lower Bathhouse, the 

more exquisite Sharon establishments of this time period. 

Today, these items are very collectible, therefore quite expensive.  Presently a tiny Cobalt blue vase 

in an antique shop might sell anywhere between $25 to $100, depending on the condition and the 

popularity of the tourist area.  Sharon Springs items, much like Saratoga Springs souvenirs are col-

lectible and in demand.  Antique dealers and collectors like them because they are quality items 

and not plentiful.  As time goes on, the value increases. 

“Victorian travelers seldom re-

turned home empty-handed 

from their tours and sojourns.” 
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Mauchline Ware—a popular souvenir 

Mauchline Ware is so named because it was manufactured mainly 

in and around the Village of Mauchline in Ayrshire, Scotland.  

Mauchline Ware (pronounced Moch’lin Ware) is an ochre-colored 

wood often decorated with scenes of tourist sites.  It was generally 

made of sycamore wood, which has a very close grain.  The pale 

color made an excellent background for the colored paints or pen 

and ink work, and later transfer-printed ware.  The precise date of 

the first transfer-printed wares isn’t known, but the companies 

manufactured them from the early 1850s until 1933.  Skilled 

craftsman adorned the finished articles with transfers prior to 

coating them with several layers of slow drying varnish.  The 

lengthy and careful process accounts for the extreme durability of 

these products, many of which have survived in near mint condi-

tion today. 

Mauchline Ware pieces were a popular souvenir and favored by 

affluent Victorians since each piece was decorated with a view as-

sociated with the place of purchase.  Some of the more popular 

Mauchline Ware souvenirs include match boxes, book marks, play-

ing card containers, stamp boxes, letter openers, egg cups, pin 

cushions, cosmetic boxes designed for face powder, rouge, cold cream and lip cream, and occasion-

ally jewelry, such as earrings, bracelets, and brooches.   

The items shown in these photographs, which are souvenirs from Sharon Springs’ earlier heyday, 

include a pin cushion (above), 

and (left) beer foam scraper, 

napkin ring, darning egg with 

thread and thimble inside, 

small box, whistle, bookmark, 

and miniature book.  The imag-

es are the Mansion House, In-

halation Bathhouse, Magnesia 

Temple and Lower Bathhouse, 

all trendy places of this time 

period. 

Today the prices for these 

items average between $100 

to $200 each depending on 

the size, condition and collecti-

ble appeal 
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Learn more about the history of Sharon 

Springs with these quick facts! 

did you know? 
 The White Sulphur Spring 

of Sharon Springs , which 

emits the strong smell of 

decayed eggs, is the most noted 

spring.  The flow of water is approxi-

mately ninety-six gallons per minute 

with a temperature of forty-eight de-

grees Fahrenheit year round. 

23.6 mi 
Sharon Springs had 

a railroad and de-

pot, which opened 

June 16, 1870 on 

a branch line of the 

Delaware and Hud-

son Company with 

depot stations in Hyndsville, Seward, Sharon Springs 

and Cherry Valley, a total length of 23.6 miles.  Three 

flag stations were located at Janesville, Hanson’s 

Crossing and Leesville, where the tracks crossed busy 

roads.  This branch line closed in 1956. 

When the Imperial Bathhouse 

opened in 1927, owners 

boasted that there were ac-

commodations for 5,000 treat-

ments daily.  Patients gathered here from around 

the world to be treated for arthritis, rheumatic 

conditions, cardiac disease, colitis, gallbladder, 

kidney & stomach troubles, bronchitis, hay fever, 

skin troubles and nervous ailments. 

5,000 

For 103 years, the 

Pavilion Hotel was the 

most famous land-

mark of Sharon Springs.  The massive 

Greek Revival-style Pavilion was the larg-

est and most elegant of any guest facility 

at the springs. 

103 yrs 

Two turnpikes 

passed through the 

Town of Sharon—the 

Loonenburgh Turnpike going north 

and west and the Great Western Turn-

pike going from east to west, both 

turnpikes completed around 1810. 

1810 

Sharon Center is best 

known as the site of the 

Battle of Sharon on July 

10, 1781.  This was the only battle fought 

within the Town of Sharon and the last large 

engagement to take place in Schoharie 

County during the Revolutionary War. 

1781 

Reenactment  1992 

48º 
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SHARON—IN A CLASS BY ITSELF IN SCHOHARIE COUNTY      by Sandra Manko 

Does Sharon Springs really belong to Schoharie County?  Probably you hesitate and then you think—”yes, of course 

it does.”  The Towns of Cobleskill, Middleburgh, Schoharie, and Carlisle are the heart and soul of Schoharie Coun-

ty.  They are sturdy towns— known for big-time agriculture, being the Bread Basket of the Revolution, farm stands, 

rock climbing, mining.  Sharon, however, is more of a bedroom community—a little agriculture, some light commer-

cial trade, and an attraction for artsy people from New York City.  Ever since the Town of Sharon and Village of 

Sharon Springs were first formed, they’ve been known for their diversity.  People who have lived here a long time 

have always suspected this municipality is different than the rest of the County. 

Sharon’s elevation is 1,102 feet above sea level—among the highest towns in Schoharie County, along with Sum-

mit, Seward, Broome, Jefferson, Carlisle, and Blenheim.  We aren’t part of the Adirondacks or the Catskills.  We 

seem to be among mountains—hidden in between—not part of a noted and important majestic mountain range but 

definitely in the mountains. 

Sharon Springs has had plenty of nicknames and been called many things—Stinky Town, Spa Town, Saratoga 

Springs’ stepsister, Rabbi Town, Ghost Town, Mountain Spa, and on and on—not all of them meant in a compli-

mentary manner.  The names all come from a legend of the past. 

The Stinky Town name, for example, comes from the smell of Sulphur water which is comparable to rotten eggs, 

but this stinky water made Sharon Springs internationally famous. 

Many renowned people have traveled here and stayed here.  In 1836, a large 

boarding establishment, the Pavilion Hotel was built to accommodate the in-

creasing number of people coming to “take the waters.”  The Pavilion was a 

huge, luxurious resort complete with guest cottages, bathhouse, and recreational 

facilities.  The Pavilion’s guest register boasts names such as Vanderbilt, U.S. 

Grant, Charles Dickens, James Fenimore Cooper, and Oscar Wilde, to name a 

few.  Situated on a ridge overlooking the Mohawk Valley, the Pavilion gave an air 

of superiority to the rest of the surrounding area.  However, the era of the magnif-

icent large Sharon Springs hotels came to an end in 1940-1941 when the owner, 

an avid Republican, in a pique because President Franklin D. Roosevelt had been re-elected, had the hotel demol-

ished rather than modernizing—or so the story goes!  Perhaps famous people and the wealthy elite stayed in other 

parts of the County as well, but around the 1900s, as tourists began to discover the area’s beauty, Sharon Springs 

was a destination for the rich and famous and the “in” place to be. 

The name Rabbi Town comes from the Jewish colony who visited here each summer.  We 

were fortunate to have them as guests over a span of 75 years.  After World War II, the Ger-

man government, as part of the reparation pact, paid for prescribed treatments at the mineral 

water baths for former concentration camp survivors.  We miss them dearly and wish things 

were as in the past with families coming each summer to stay at the hotels and boarding 

houses, and making their appointments at the bathhouses to cure a wide variety of ailments.  

Seeing rabbis and their wives walking the streets to breathe in the refreshing mountain air 

was part of the local scene. 

The Ghost Town tag has a double meaning because during the 1970s and 1980s, the lower 

Village of Sharon Springs was empty and became a ghost town in the winter months.  But—

many ghosts do live there—some  of them famous and some not so famous.  Not so far off 

the mark, these old structures and hotels are the ideal spot for spirits to gather and to this day they still roam the 

halls of old buildings, such as the Roseboro Hotel, third floor of the American Hotel, Beekman Mansion, Clausen 

Farms, Cobbler & Co.  Not a believer?  Nevertheless, the ghostly legends prevail—it may be something more. 

Pavilion Hotel, Greek Revival style, built 

1836. 

Photograph by Leila Durkin. 
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Ironically, Sharon’s aging architecture began attracting movie makers in the 1950s and pictures were made here.  

Okay maybe they weren’t famous movies, but they were filmed here and you may recognize the title of at least one.  

The Model and the Marriage Broker with Jeanne Crain, Scott Brady, and Thelma Ritter was filmed in Sharon 

Springs in the 1950s.  A lesser known cult horror film,  I Drink Your Blood, didn’t make it to the top of the charts but 

those of us who lived here in the 1970s and remember the flurry of activity surrounding it are quite proud to claim 

it.  Initially X-rated it was changed to R-rated after subsequent cuts.  The film centers on a small town overrun by 

rabies-infected members of a satanic cult.  A few Sharon natives appeared in the movie but Hollywood never called 

them back for a sequel. 

Sharon’s Unique Place in Schoharie County 

Each town in the County is known for something—Cobleskill, the largest community has SUNY Cobleskill, Howe Cav-

erns, Secret Caverns, and history buffs can relate to the Battle of Cobleskill which actually occurred in Richmond-

ville.  When one thinks of Jefferson, the maple industry comes to mind.  Blenheim had the longest wooden single-

span bridge in the world (until the flood of 2011) and is the host community for the New York Power Authority, 

Minekill State Park, and historic Lansing Manor.  Carlisle can boast Barrach Zourie Mountain and Esperance has its 

George Landis Arboretum.  Gilboa’s original settlement was razed and flooded to form the Schoharie Reservoir but 

is known for fossilized remains of tree stamps named Wattieza, the oldest known trees on earth.  The Town of Ful-

ton can brag that New York Governor William C. Bouck lived on Bouck’s Island and claims Vroman’s Nose, a hiker’s 

delight.  Middleburgh was known as the Breadbasket of the Revolution; and Schoharie, the County Seat, is also 

renowned for its rich soil.  Summit has its calm beautiful lake.  The Town of Seward is named after Senator, Gover-

nor, and Secretary of State William H. Seward.  The Town of Wright, named after Governor Silas Wright, encom-

passes the hamlet of Gallupville, its first settlement which includes the Gallupville Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Gallupville Methodist Church, and the Gallupville House, all listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  All 

very impressive bragging points. 

It seems Sharon doesn’t fit any of these categories.  The scenery 

with its panoramic outlook of the rolling hills to the north is magnifi-

cent; and from a hillside flows five different springs of remarkable, 

healing  waters—Sulphur, two Magnesia springs, Chalybeate, and a 

Blue Stone spring.  These waters flow year-around and have never 

lost their potency.  The 

quality of the waters is 

unsurpassed. 

Sulphur water was used 

both internally and ex-

ternally.  Some patients 

bathed in slate tubs with heated Sulphur water for skin and arthritic 

conditions.  Others drank the water for a variety of internal disorders. 

Inhaling fumes from heated Sulphur water treats pulmonary disorders.  

Spa addicts gathered here from around the world to be treated for nu-

merous conditions. 

Magnesia water was beneficial for various problems of internal organs.  In full doses, it acts as a laxative.  When 

taken in smaller amounts, magnesia is an effective anti-acid for stomach disorders.   

The Blue Stone Springs was used extensively as a “lotion for inflammatory conditions of the eye.”  Chalybeate wa-

ter had enough iron salts to turn one’s teeth brown, nevertheless it was bottled and sold for its medicinal use. 

White Sulphur Temple, beaux-arts style, built 1927.  
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Sharon’s early architecture is unique and must have looked out of place 

when it was built, compared to the adjacent area.  The designs rival 

none other in Schoharie County—a Spanish Colonial Revival style hotel, a 

Renaissance Revival style Magnesia temple, and a beaux-arts style 

White Sulphur Temple.  Where else in Schoharie County does one find 

healing waters, mineral springs, and exotic temples? 

Sharon’s Future 

We haven’t lost our industry like so many communities throughout New 

York State, because ironically we didn’t have industry to begin with.  

There was a silk milk in Argusville in the 1800s, but that was short-lived.  

Today, AMT Castings, NLT Enterprises, WalMart Distribution Center, 

along with farmers and ancillary businesses are the commercial trade in 

our community.  Quite  frankly, it’s really what we want—tourists who vis-

it, farmers who farm, light industry and all the weavers, opera singers, 

sculptors, historic wallpaper makers, woodworkers, authors, photogra-

phers, Broadway players, and talented volunteers who make up this di-

verse, blended society.  People come here for beautiful scenery, the qui-

et countryside, birding, snowmobiling, fine places to eat, and shopping 

for that special gift. 

The Town of Sharon is now home to the famous Beekman Boys and 

Farmer John’s goats.  They have literally put Sharon Springs back on the 

map.  Visitors come here and see our way of life and want it for them-

selves.  John Kilmer-Purcell and Dr. Brent Ridge’s TV Show The Fabulous 

Beekman Boys and their popularity from winning The Amazing Race have 

brought many an inquisitive person to check out our style of living.  Local realtors felt a boom after the TV pro-

gram aired a few years ago showcasing Beekman Farm and Farmer John, beautiful flower gardens, and heirloom 

vegetables.  People loved the rural life they saw on TV and wanted it for themselves.  Who wouldn’t want to get up 

each morning and see the sun rise over the mountains, quiet—just good, clean living?  It’s invigorating to trade in 

the hustle and bustle of city life for the soothing sounds of the country:  birds singing, cattle mooing, roosters 

crowing, and hear an occasional distant farm tractor.  Quite honestly, it is simply a very pleasant place to live. 

The spa properties are currently under re-development and renovation.  The next few years will determine the 

success of that venture. 

People come here and want to be honorary citizens because they love the uniqueness of the area.  Other wanna-

be’s are those who do live here and want to be embraced as natives.  We just chuckle to ourselves because those 

of us who live here know that one can’t become an adopted native.  To be a native you must have lived here a 

minimum of three generations and be able to trace your roots almost back to the 1700s.  Actually, these imagi-

nary by-laws may have to be changed and the rules relaxed a bit. 

Our goal is to preserve the architecture by giving new uses to the remaining buildings and to keep the history 

alive.  Festivals held throughout the year bring in thousands of visitors over a weekend and it’s great.  It’s almost 

like the good ‘old days. 

You can call us the Town of Sharon, the Village of Sharon Springs, the northern most town in Schoharie County, 

Spa Town, or Mountain Spa.  We don’t care.  It’s the mineral waters and architecture which makes us who we 

are—totally distinctive and unique—and yet somewhat out of place.  It’s been said we are in the middle of no-

where but half-way to everywhere.  We say this community is one of the best kept secrets in New York. 

Adler Hotel, Spanish Colonial Revival style, built 

1928. 

The Imperial Bathhouse opened in 1927.  The stuc-

coed-frame building with double Corinthian columns 

support its beaux-art style arcade.  Photograph-

Sharon Historical Society. 

Sharon Historical Society 


