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December 2022 Message from the President 

As we go into the winter sea-
son, work in the Sharon Histor-
ical Society’s new historic vil-
lage, will slow down, however, 
winter is the time when we plan 
for Spring, Summer, and Fall—
exhibits, renovations, and fund-
raising—maybe another “Thrift 
Boutique” or two.  Lots of new 
ideas!  Lots more to come! 

Upcoming Programs 

The History of Santa Claus –
December 12th 

“A Revolutionary Couple on the 
Olde New York Frontier: Col. Sam-
uel Clyde and Catharine Wasson” - 
January 9th 

The Imperial Baths of Sharon 
Springs - January 23rd 

Nice Women Don’t Make History - 
February 14th 

Quilts Used as Signals for the Un-
derground Railroad - February 27th 

The weather outside will 
soon be frightful . . . 

Merry Christmas to all! 
 
  And what a great year it has been for the 
Historical Society!  We are thrilled with all that has 
been accomplished by our Board of Directors and vol-
unteers.  Our new “historic village” is really starting to 
take shape (see photos inside). 

  I would like to thank members Steve Andersen, John Schiltheis, 
Michelle McCallion, Mike McCallion, and Joe McCallion for their help 
with the project.  The General Store and Post Office are almost done 
on the outside.  However, we have lots of work to do inside.  We dis-
covered that we need to replace the entire floor of the General Store 
as it was completely rotted underneath.  It has been a lot of work, but 
it is a labor of love!  We have been spending almost 7 days a week 
working there before it gets too cold and snowy.  We are so excited 
about the progress.  If you haven’t driven by lately, you should!  You 
will notice a HUGE change.  The gazebo is in place now and we are al-
most done with the porch and siding of the first building.  Six more 
buildings to go! 
  Just a reminder that it is now time to renew your membership.  Most 
of the individual memberships expire on December 31st of this year.  
Please use the membership form inside to renew your membership.  
(You can also renew on our website, but we are charged a fee if you pay 
that way.  The entire amount goes to the Historical Society if you pay 
by check.) 
  We have some very exciting news about our expansion project but we 
are waiting until January to announce it.  Please stay tuned! 
  We hope to see you at our Mingle and Jingle Party at the American 
Hotel on December 10th starting at 6 PM.  (See the flyer in the next 
page.). 
  Happy Holidays from everyone at the Sharon Historical Society! 

Sharon Historical Society 
238 Main St., PO Box 363, Sharon Springs, NY 13459 

Sandra Manko—Editor 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction Has Started 
From this . . . 
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Ron Ketelsen, Steve Andersen and John Schiltheis, along with Mike McCallion, have done 
the majority of the work renovating the cabin into a General Store  and Post Office for the 
Historical Society’s new historic village.  Thanks guys!  You are making it all possible.  It 
looks great! 

To this . . . 

The old fence and arbor were re-
moved along with four trees to make 
way for our new gazebo, arbor and 
white scalloped fence. 

The new doors and windows are in. 



 

Construction Has Started (Continued) 

The first cabin takes on a whole new look.  
It’s beginning to look like the General Store 
which we envision.  Roof is now straight 
(jacked up 10 inches), new windows and shut-
ters make the view from the street more 
appealing. 

When we started jack-
ing up the roof, we dis-
covered the floor below 
was completely rotted.  
We are now replacing 
the entire floor. 

Making room for new doors and 
store windows. 

The roof over what will be our new post of-
fice was removed and made to match the 
General Store roof. 

All of the walls inside 
have been removed and 
a new beam spans the 
entire building to open 
up the space for the 
General Store.  Still 
lots more interior work 
ahead! 



 

White lattice fence will surround the property with 
landscaping. 

White gazebo 
for concerts 
and enjoy-
ment. We may 
name it a “temple” instead of a gazebo, like the 
Sulphur Temple, Magnesia Temple, and Chalybe-
ate Temple,  Please help us out.  Send in your 
suggestions for a name for the gazebo to:  

sharonhistoricalsocietyny@gmail.com. 

White arbor entrance on the Main Street side. 

Ice Cream Shop 

The image at right is 
similar to how the 
Dr.’s office will look.  
We have accumulated 
medical items from 
local physicians plus 
additional lab and 
medical items which 
have been donated. 

Our Vision for the Future 

Volunteers have worked hard to kick off 
the expansion project.  We hope to keep 
the momentum going! 
 
These images are some of the plans we 
have for the cabins and grounds. 
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Dress and Millinery Shop 

General Store 
Barber Shop 

Our Vision for the Museum Future (Continued) 
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Mini Jewish Synagogue 

Post Office 

Print Shop 

Our Vision for the Museum Future (Continued) 
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John Duda displays his 
binder of Sharon Springs 
ephemera which includes 
brochures, postcards, and 
stamp cancellations. 

Ron Ketelsen 
brought a vin-
tage dental drill 
which will be 
part of the  
medical exhibit 
in the new his-
toric “village.”  
The drill almost 
looks “painless.” 

Sandra Manko shows a 
drawing of the mineral 
waters bottle, mug and 
eye cup.  This is “one of a 
kind.” 

The hanging 
with Jewish 
script at left 
and the painting 
of a rabbi were 
hits of the 
evening.  Joyce 
Slater found 
them in the 
house which she 
and Gene Cech-
nicki are reno-
vating.  What a 
great find! 

Nicole McNamee Wicks showed a 
11-minute video “Caves & Legends—
The Discovery of Marshall’s Cave”  
about the cave recently discovered 
on Jim  and Betty Marshall’s farm 
on Gilbert’s Corners Road.  Check 
out the link on the right you can 
see surreal, subterranean land-
scape deep underground completely 
untouched by man.  You will be 
amazed.  This was a popular hit of 
the Show ‘n Tell.   

Show ‘n Tell—October Annual Meeting 

https://youtu.be/BCWsuhzwNXQ 
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Churches of Sharon Area—Past and Present 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Washing-
ton St. Episcopal diocese sold to 
private owner 1972. 

Synagogue Interior— 

Willow Street 

Methodist 
Church, Highway 
Rte. 20 before 
renovations. 

St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church 
photo at left 
Hwy Rte. 20, 
closed ca. 2011.  
Photo at right-
Center St. 
closed 1958.  
Both buildings 
torn down. 

Interior-
Synagogue 

Interior-
Trinity 
Episcopal 

Trinity 
Episcopal 

Synagogue  Closed—
Now privately 
owned. 
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Baptist Church-southwest side of Leesville. 
Building dismantled ca. 1950. 

St. Matthew’s Lu-
theran Church-
Leesville held its 
last service Sept. 
17, 2017.  Now 
privately owned. St. Matthew’s 

Interior 

Sharon 
Reformed 
Church-
Rte. 10 

Sharon Reformed 
Church-Rte. 10. 
Still holds ser-
vices. 

St. John’s 
Lutheran 
Church-Rte. 
10.  Last 
service was 
July 10, 
2011.  Now 
privately 
owned. 

Fresca—Interior-St. John’s Lutheran Church-Rte. 10 

Churches-Continued 

10



 

Churches—Continued 

Argusville 
Lutheran 
Church 
closed 
when 
members 
voted to 
disband 
July 20, 
1969.  
Now used 
as storage 
building. 

Above image is the Sharon Hill 
Methodist Church in its prime.  
Left is the same building with a 
different kind of use today—used 
for a workshop and storage. 

The Reformed True 
Church of Christ in 
Sharon Hill was in oper-
ation until the 1970s.  
The Rose of Sharon 
Church later held 
church services here 
for several years.  The 
building is now privately 
owned and used as a 
dance studio. 

Image at far 
left is a 
metal wall 
hanging given 
to members 
of the con-
gregation as 
a memento 
—probably 
to remind 
them where 
they should 
be on Sun-
day morning.  

St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Sharon Hill closed in the 1930s. 

11



12

Need a Christmas gift idea?  How about giv-

ing our latest Sharon Historical Society book, 

“The Many Fires of Sharon Springs.” 

 

 

The sheer number of fires in the Village of Sharon Springs, NY is disconcerting to people who 
have lived here for years and witnessed not only the destruction and financial losses but the van-
ishing architecture as well. Visitors come here and see the vacant lots where historic buildings 
once stood and question, “What happened to Sharon Springs?” Some buildings were massive and 
took up an entire block. In several cases, total blocks were lost to fire. The vacant lots in the low-
er Village and the gaps in the streetscapes are grim reminders of the splendid hotels, bathhouses, 
and boarding houses that once stood there. 

Many early fires were the result of inadequate firefighting equipment. The fire bucket brigades 
of the late-1800s were overwhelmed with the size of the fires in three- and four-story struc-
tures. The buildings were in close proximity to each other and fires affected more than one build-
ing. Early construction was generally wooden and heated by wood or coal stoves, lighted by kero-
sene lamps and candles. Countless fires had mysterious origins, such as blazes during the winter 
months or off-season when hotels and boarding houses were unoccupied and the electricity was 
shut off. 

The intent of this book is to document the fires in the Village and the loss of historic buildings 
and unique architecture. The loss of personal property and insurance claims can’t even begin to be 
computed – it is in the millions of dollars, many times over. The book gives credit to the many vol-
unteers of the Fire Department, Auxiliary, and Rescue Squad who have served the community and 
continue to serve us every day. It’s an opportune time to credit the firemen who put their lives on 
the line to protect the safety of the community. They are the “everyday” heroes we all take for 
granted. 

$24.00 each plus $4 postage.   

 

Mail a check to: 

Sharon Historical Society 

PO Box 363 

Sharon Springs, NY  13459 



 

 

 

2023 Membership Form For 
The Sharon Historical Society 

 
A shared heritage and a sense of history are priceless gifts for ourselves and for generations to come. 
Join the Sharon Historical Society and become part of one of the most active and fastest growing 
historical organizations in Central New York.   Your support provides more than just preservation of 
historic materials; it brings the unique heritage of Sharon and its people to life for audiences worldwide.  
We need your help to grow and develop the tremendous potential of this community. 
 
 
Date ____________________________ 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Use Preferred) Home Phone________________________  Cell Phone ________________________ 

Address ___________________________________  City_____________________  Zip____________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Membership Types and Rates: 
 
1. Individual active members; any person interested in the purposes of the Society is eligible.  Annual dues for an 
individual active member is twenty dollars ($20.00). 
 
2. Institutional members: any organization, board, school, or library interested in history of Sharon shall be eligible.  
Annual dues for institutional members are twenty dollars ($20.00). 
 
3. Life members; individuals only.  Dues for a life member is a one-time fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Individual membership dues are paid on anniversary date – your membership is good for one year 
from the date you join.  Membership dues are non-refundable. 

 
Amount of Payment 

 
_____  Individual Membership -$20.00 

  
Please accept my donation of $______   
to support the Sharon Historical Society.  I 
do not wish to become a member at this 
time. 
  

_____  Institutional Membership -$20.00  

_____  Lifetime Membership - $100.00      

            
Total enclosed  $_________  
 
Make checks payable to: 

Sharon Historical Society.  Mail to PO Box 363, Sharon Springs, NY 13459 
 
 
______  I would also like to volunteer at the Sharon Historical Museum.  (Check our website at 

www.sharonhistoricalsocietyny.org for more information on volunteering.) 


