
APHNYS VIRTUAL CONFERENCE A 
SUCCESS  

 APHNYS held its first virtual conference via the 
Internet 9/21-22/2020. 

 Participants went to a web site and then to the 
session desired.  

 Your Region 7 coordinator, Dick Williams, was able 
to view a session on the Inclusion Historian Handbook; 
History and Technology; Using Multimedia Formats; State 
Historian Devin Lander’s talk; and the annual meeting. A 
technical issue prevented him from viewing the session 
from Tom Ruller and Jim Folts of the NYS Archives staff 
about a tour of the Archives. 

 Just over 100 historians were on the conference 
site which was more than last year’s in-person conference 
in Albany. 

  APHNYS invites proposals for Oswego 2021 on 
local history content, skills for historians, anniversaries 
of “watershed” events such as 15th Amendment, Civil 
War, 19th Amendment for women’s vote, Prohibition 
starting, etc. Deadline is April 30, 2021.  

………………………………………………………… 

Did you know that the second McDonald’s restaurant in 
New York State opened in 1963 on Erie Boulevard in 
Syracuse, New York? 
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Special points of interest: 

 Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 

JOIN APHNYS 

 The APHNYS 2020 
dues form is on page seven. 
Please fill out and send with 
dues to APHNYS,  

 Request your mayor 
and/or supervisor  pay the 
very small dues amount. 

 

Send dues to  

aphnystreasurer,  Zach Stu-
denroth, P.O. Box 1363, Sag 
Harbor, NY 11963 
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REAPPOINTED? 
 Most towns hold annu-
al reorganization meetings in 
early January. On the agenda 
should be the appointment or 
reappointment of the town 
historian. 

 If a change in historian 
has occurred in your town, 
please tell APHNYS Region 7 
Coordinator  Dick Williams at 
Apulia@verizon.net or 315-
790-5075. 



Page 2 Historian Gazette 

TRANSITIONS IN HISTORIAN LEADERSHIP 

1– Our Herkimer County Historical Society executive director Susan Perkins since 
1995 will give up the reins of the Society December 31, 2020.  Starting as a volunteer 
there in 1977 she has been THE SOCIETY and has written, researched, presented, or-
ganized, made exhibits, arranged commemorations of major county events such as 
Herkimer’s 200th year, Gillette-Brown murder at Big Moose Lake in 1907, and the cen-
tennial of the village of Herkimer to name a few.  

As a long-time member of APHNYS Sue hosted one of the Region 7 meetings in 2018 
and spoke about Mohawk and the south side. She has also served as Town of Mann-
heim historian.  

2– Hugh MacDougall, Cooperstown village historian, has resigned as a public histori-
an. He is now living at the Clara Welch Thanksgiving Home, 48 Grove Street, 13326 
and has to use a walker. He has given his collection of local materials about Otsego 
County to a special room in the village hall and his larger collection of books to the 
Fenimore Art Museum. Hugh would appreciate a call or note at 607-547-2118 or 
hmacdougall@stny.rr.com. 

3– The Oneida County History Center has a new executive director, Rebecca M. 
MacLain was appointed September 9, 2020. She replaces Brian Howard who had 
served about ten years and took a museum job in Massachusetts. Rebecca has worked 
as education/outreach director for five years. She has degrees form Hunter College 
and the Louisiana State University in anthropology and is the first woman to hold the 
top position.  

4– After a several year vacancy the City of Rome has appointed Michael Colangelo as 
city historian. He was previously a trustee of the Rome Historical Society, which 
serves as repository of city documents, artifacts, and records. RHS receives funding 
each year from the city.  

EQUITY, INCLUSIVENESS, and DIVERSITY topics 
have captured the goals and objectives of numerous institu-
tions, historical societies, and how we present history with fair-
ness and accuracy. 

 Historically our indigenous peoples, women, and slaves 
were mainly absent from early history texts or treated with bias 
if at all. How do we all write about our communities today? 
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Send in 2020 dues NOW!!!! 

NEW YORK STATE IS 244 or 243 YEARS OLD? 

 New York voted for independence from England on July 9, 1776. Did you know that our first 
constitution was adopted April 20, 1777? Did you know that first Governor George Clinton took of-
fice July 30, 1777? The British held New York City so the Convention of Representatives of the State 
of New York met in Kingston to adopt the new constitution. John Jay was the main writer of the new 
constitution 

 How many of us know that our Empire State was 243 years old  in April 2019 or 244 years 
old in July 2020? How many of us read about it in our history books? Was it in our old 7th grade so-
cial studies class? New York’s beginnings have not been main features of our history classes or our 
work as  historians. Why don’t we know more about the state’s first few years?   

HISTORIAN’S ANNUAL REPORT is due in January to your supervisor 

and mayor. Take it in person to a board meeting and present it. If your com-

munity is near an even-year anniversary, e.g. 150,190, 220, discuss what 

events the board desires. Send a copy to the state and county historian. 

APHNYS OFFICE AND ADDRESS 
CHANGES 

Address is P.O. Box 12572, Rochester, NY 14612 

President Christine Ridarsky’s email address  is  

publichistoriansnys@gmail.com 

Send any address or e-mail addresses changes to Chris-
tine...picture at right or Ray LaFever at  

bovinahistorian@gmail.com 

If you are aware of any newly-appointed historians, let us 
know with contact information. 

Ogdensburg Historian Julie Madlin gave a good session 

at the virtual conference on using technology to reach ALL people. She emphasized social 
media, using QR Codes for self-guided tours, Facebook, interview, using old pictures on web 
sites, old homes, and the use of  movies. She stressed the non-verbal tools and that folks 
learn in different ways. 

She suggested a software program called Adobe Spark which she has found useful. 
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OCTOBER IS NEW HISTORY MONTH 

 Formerly held in November now History Month has been moved 
back to October by an executive order dated December 2019. This 
provides us all with an opportunity to celebrate our rich history as 
the restrictions of the corona virus pandemic allow. 

 If you can’t hold an open house, how about a news release to 
your local weeklies or a display in the library if it is open.  

 Challenges galore await historians this year, but let’s be in-
ventive and do something. A few societies are holding open pro-
grams with limited capacity, and many are printing newsletters. 

 Could you display some of your paintings or photographs or 
grave rubbings? 

  

 NEW ROUTE 20 MAGAZINE DEBUTS  
 A new magazine about Route 20 will appear soon and seeks articles, sto-
ries, pictures, and businesses’ articles. Route 20 Association defines Route 20 as 
running from Duanesburg to LaFayette although US 20 goes all the way to Ore-
gon and the west coast. 

 Its web site is nyroute20.com  and has offices at 793 State Route 51, Ilion 
NY 13357, phone 315-822-6974. 

 Historians are encouraged to submit articles, maps, etc. 

 Route 20 Association was formed in 1999 to “promote and preserve the 
unique and historic character of the Route 20 corridor”, and it is a “scenic by-
way.” 

 Prior to the Dewey Throughway opening in the early 1950s Route 20 was 
the main east-west road with cabins, motels, tourist homes, restaurants, and 
attractions such as the Petrified  Creatures, the water springs, fertile farmlands, 
and the beautiful rolling hills of Madison and Onondaga counties. 

 Westward expansion from the 1790s moved over the footprint of today’s 
Route 20. The Cherry Valley Turnpike cuts through Region7 counties of Oneida, 
Herkimer, Otsego,  and Schoharie.  

  

For more on Cherry Valley read on………... 
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CHERRY VALLEY TURNPIKE BECAME ROUTE 20 

 

 Our early immigrants and settlers did not have an easy way to come here to Region 7. They 
came via the Mohawk River or the Mohawk Turnpike to the Utica area, then crude trails brought 
them to The Huddle (Waterville) or Clinton Settlement (Clinton) or Cooperstown. 

 In 1799 the N.Y.S. Legislature, in response to business and migration interests, commissioned 
private companies to develop turnpikes.  

 Thus the turnpike era in New York State began, and this area and parts of  four counties was 
crossed by the Cherry Valley Turnpike. Actually three turnpikes resulted. Here’s the story. 

  The First Great Western Turnpike extended from Albany to Cherry Valley basically on today’s 
Route 20. The Second Great Western Turnpike went from Cherry Valley to Sherburne through 
Cooperstown starting in 1803 over a path similar to Route 80 today.  

 The Third Great Western Turnpike (Cherry Valley Turnpike), chartered in 1803, extended 
from Cherry Valley to Manlius. In 1926 the first and third turnpikes became Route 20 and thus by-
passed Route 5 which coursed through several cities. Route 20 mainly ran through rural farming 
areas and some small villages and hamlets.  

 The village of Cherry Valley dates from 1738 when John Lindesay settled there. Some Scotch-

Irish families from New Hampshire joined him to till the fertile soil. The village suffered greatly dur-

ing the massacre on November 11, 1778 when Tory rangers and Mohawk Indians killed 47 including 

32 women, children, and other noncombatants. 

 The First Great Western Turnpike was chartered in 1799 between Albany and Cherry Valley, 
some 50 miles of road. This plus the Third Great Western Turnpike eventually became known as the 
Cherry Valley Turnpike between Albany and Manlius.   

 With the state not eager to build turnpikes, a private company, The Third Great Western 
Turnpike Co., undertook the task of constructing a new road in the wilderness some 70 miles long. 
This required large sums of money and manpower, and initially $100,000 was gained from sales of 
stock.  

 The turnpike slowly moved west and by 1808 ten miles had been finished. Toll gates would 
be every ten miles, and a bridge over the Unadilla River was built by Samuel Rindge for $500.00. 

 It appears that most of the road had been finished by 1810 as more toll gates were estab-
lished at a meeting in the home of Uri Beach in Sangerfield that year. Wagons with tires six or more 
inches in width were exempt from any tolls as this kept the road packed down. 

 Financially profitable the company paid a dividend as early as 1811 of $12.50 a share. A 
stream of humanity, animals, and covered wagons passed through.  

 One writer said that it was not uncommon to see hundreds of covered wagons in a single day 
pulled by powerful teams of horses. This road opened the Oneida County region to more commerce 
and settlement as farm products could now be transported east to Albany and other cities. in heavy 
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 Cattles, sheep, hogs, geese, turkeys and other livestock also were driven on the pike by 
drovers as the animal tenders were called. Some farm produce were grains, beef and  pork in bar-
rels, and potash.  

 Sleighs replaced the wagons in winter as the traffic grew steadily until the War of 1812 put 
a halt to migrant travel as troops with wagons loaded with arms and munitions headed west to 
Fort Niagara and other forts.  

 To provide lodging and food for the numerous travelers an inn popped up every mile or so 
along the pike. The horses, stage passengers, and wagons could take a break from the weather or 
from fatigue.  

 Stagecoach travel on the Cherry Valley turnpike started in 1816 by operators called “Old 
Line Mail.” The trip from Albany to Auburn took two days. Other stage proprietors entered the 
market, too as demand to move west for settlers and goods continued. 

 This era became short-lived after the Erie Canal opened in 1825 as the heavy freight busi-
ness migrated to the canal. In 1816 the Cherry Valley firm paid dividends of seven percent, but the 
years of profits were numbered. 

 Enter the railroads in the 1830s from Albany to Utica by 1836 as the Utica and Schenectady 
Railroad was completed. Every town wanted a railroad and was willing to buy bonds to finance the 
rails. 

 In 1857 the Cherry Valley Turnpike closed as a toll road, but it can be thanked for providing 
a path to develop central New York including the towns of APHNYS Region 7.   

 In 1926 the old pike became state and national Route 20 between Boston and Newport, Ore-
gon, a distance of 3365 miles, the longest road in the country. 

 Significantly less traveled now since the Dewey Thuway opened in 1954,  Route 20 certainly 
is a more picturesque route and a lovely drive in autumn foliage. A few old tourist cabins, motels, 
and restaurants still cater to travelers but the pace is slower, and the hustle and bustle with wag-
ons and animals of the early 1800s is gone forever.   



 

           


